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Frank Setchfield has been collecting badges for over sixty 

years. He specialises in British 20th century button 
badges and is passionate about the hobby. He is author 

of The Official Badge Collectors Guide: From the 1890’s to 
the 1980’s which was published in 1986. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

 
Sam Gough-Yates  
Oct 9, 2018, 3:40 PM 
to F. Setchfield 
 
Hi Frank. 
 
I have many queries about badges that are often more general, rather than 
about specific identification. As I have mentioned before, I am an artist, so I’m 
often thinking about what these objects tell us about the world. As such 
please excuse if my questions are too broad, too many, or somewhat naïve in 
nature; and if this is not something you have time or interest for, I completely 
understand. 
 
 
Bootleg/Cliché/Retro/Fake 
 
a) Obviously today the culture of badge wearing doesn’t exist in the way it 
once did. No doubt partly related to the rapid rise of technology such as the 
internet. One of the things I find interesting is the way in which one can buy 
brand new badges online from websites and places such as Ebay. Sellers that 
essentially make poor quality, brand new, made to order badges, with designs 
ranging across the political spectrum. Labour, Conservative, Remain, Leave, 
Corbyn, Ukip, retro designs such as Rock Against Racism etc, all under the 
same roof. I wonder what this says about culture, apart from that some people 
just want to make a quick buck and this is simply the commodification of our 
political views via a product, which in this case happens to be badges. Some 
designs are cliché, some are retro, some are pure fantasy; and, as such, the 
reasons a person may have for wearing said badge may vary. What I find 
interesting about these types of badges is that (unlike ‘real’ badges produced 
directly by/for a political group) they lack the integrity, passion, or one might 
say, soul that one associates with such subjects of which they depict, while 
the funds raised undoubtedly do not go to the one represented on the badge. 
 
 
b) On Ebay I also notice a lot of contemporary, brand new, nationalistic 
racist/hard-right badges that seem to be sold exclusively by people who sell 
badges of this political persuasion rather than any other. A typical badge 
would don an English flag with the words ‘Proud Not Racist’. There seem to 
be a number of accounts selling these badges with similar designs but varying 
slogans. I assume these types of enamel badges are produced in China (I 
know it is possible to have them made here but it is not likely when looking at 
the sale price) when once upon a time enamel badges would have been 
produced here in the UK. Obviously there is a sense of irony in this, but more 
importantly I find it interesting how globalisation gives these badges another 
layer of meaning beyond the immediate design. 
 
When compared with the culture of badge wearing, selling, and production, 
we once knew, I feel (a and b) reflect a lot about our current state of affairs 
politically, economically, and socially. These are obviously not highly 



	

collectable badges as such (at least not yet), but I have a small collection of 
these types of badges (retro, cliché, bootleg) and I find them fascinating to 
look at with these thoughts in mind. 
 
I wonder your views on and about this/these subject/s if any? Does anyone 
actually buy/collect these badges? What is the market? What is their 
purpose? Are they culturally valuable? 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Sam Gough-Yates 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
SETCHFIELD FRANK  
Oct 16, 2018, 3:44 PM 
to S Gough-Yates 
 
Hi Sam 

Such words strike a nerve with a lot of collectors who wish to collect the 
genuine ‘original item’ and equally such words can also annoy rights holders if 
their designs are infringed. However many who buy them are not collectors at 
all and they are bought simply to be worn. They are seen as a representation 
of iconic fashion and a bit of fun to wear rather than the desecration of a 
classic object. 

Your own observations are primarily directed towards political campaign 
badges, but my own collecting covers a much wider spectrum of subjects. In 
the early 2000s I realised that I had to limit what I was collecting as my 
terraced house could not cope! I decided that my parameters would simply 
be;  'All British button badges from 1896 -2000'. This nevertheless is still a 
huge field, and even includes those often disliked greetings badges ''I Am 
One'' etc. My own fascination concerns the social history whether it be 
political, industrial, social or environmental. 

It is the fakes that are most contentious especially if they are trying to deceive 
collectors. Copies can be fun in the right situation and bootlegs or retro can 
have their own charm. 

The decision to copy a badge or design is often a financial one, when badges 
are sought after their desirability is heightened the market place is then ripe 
for the fakers. Among the earliest button badge fakes were American. Their 
political badges most especially their Presidential campaign badges became 
among the most sought after in the mid 1900s and it was some of the rarer 
ones of these that were among the first button badge fakes-replicas. In the 
early 1970s many classic American badges were copied for a hungry 
collectors market .These were however ‘honest copies’ not made to deceive 
collectors and they included wording on the rear or around the curl, stating 
them as ‘limited edition reproductions’ 



	

Collectors may purchase copies because they cannot afford the real thing so 
they will sit in their collections as a representation of the original. Collectors 
are usually relaxed about this as long as the sellers are not trying to deceive 
them into overspending by pretending they are genuine. They are the badge 
equivalent of a rock and pop tribute acts - tribute badges indeed! 

Bootlegs are a slightly different matter, new designs made without permission 
of the subject have been commonplace for many years and without even 
realising it we can acquire unauthorised 'bootleg' badges. 

It is important to remember that bootleg badges were produced in huge 
numbers well before the days of the internet. The huge quantities of 
pop/punk/two tone/rock badges of the 1980s were unlicensed/unauthorised 
made to sell to fans everywhere and anywhere. The mod craze saw huge 
numbers made and many of these were bought to be worn as well as 
collected. Many hundreds of thousands of Duran Duran/Wham badges were 
produced in the same way. Duran Duran Wham and Two tone all arrived 
during the absolute peak of the post punk badge craze. Button badges were 
anywhere and everywhere and the traders were cashing in.There was a 
healthy army of small producers knocking them out in large numbers. It is 
usually much harder to find an authorised badge than a bootleg 

Interestingly on ebay one of the very few artists to protect his image rights is 
Shakin Stevens! If you try to sell a Shaky badge from the 1980s you may well 
be prevented from doing so--despite it being an authentic 1980s badge it is 
most likely an authentic bootleg! 

The reason bootlegs became so commonplace in the 1980s was the 
availability of the hand-operated badge making machines -these could be 
bought for a relatively small cost and badges could be made in small numbers 
simply and cheaply. This  led to what I refer to as the ''d-i-y'' badge craze. 

Before the mid 1970s if you wanted to produce a button badge you would 
need to go to the main professional makers and the order would normally 
have to be at least 500 this was not cheap 

Once the hand operated machines appeared and could be purchased 
relatively cheaply then as well as traders many community and political 
groups began making their own badges in smaller ‘sellable’ numbers-a useful 
fundraiser as well as a good way of spreading their message. CND Greenham 
Common era badges are a good example, often being ‘home made’. It was 
fairly commonplace for left wing organisations and book shops to have a 
badge machine and hence the plethora of 1970-80s political issues. 

This vast array of bootleg and d-i-y- badges are sub standard in design quality 
and finish. They are often not laminated or finished to a good standard and 
many are printed on poor paper meaning that foxing occurs much easier, 
meaning that today, over thirty years on they are often to be found in a bad 
condition. 



	

I was in York at the time and the York Community Bookshop was worth a visit 
every single week during that era. As you suggest these often simple hand 
drawn two colour poorly made badges do have a charm and authenticity and 
are not trying to recreate 'new' items for an old campaign. Thus the trend for 
issuing retrospective designs such as those found on ebay for the IRA/ANL or 
similar campaigns is for me disappointing and especially so if the sellers are 
pretending that their brand new product is an original item. This does 
unfortunately happen recreations of badges for rock gigs from the 1970-80s 
are sometimes brand new designs but the buyer is led to think they are 
genuine vintage and pays a big price. 

Thus through the 1970-90s era before the dawn of the internet many 
thousands of bootleg badges appeared the vast majority being rock pop and 
character merchandising, anything from the Simpsons or Captain Scarlet  to 
the Rolling Stones or Beatles. Ironically on ebay you often find Beatles 
badges that are described as 1960s items but are from the 1980-90s bootleg 
era 

From the early 2000s the internet made it even easier to create and sell 
bootleg badges, a seller can have the flexibility to make them to order using a 
hand machine. An image of the design can be displayed and a badge made 
up after it has been purchased meaning there is no wastage. These are also 
often sub-standard in quality but a digital image on the internet can make 
them  look attractive. An overview of those badges regularly copied reveals an 
assortment of classic 1960-80s designs, anything from Magpie television 
series set to the Green Cross code Man. 

Perhaps the longest running copy on ebay is the Tufty Club badge, this 1960-
70s childrens road safety design is a good example and reference 
point,  simply explained it is wanted by adults who are after that bit of 
nostalgia as a fashion item, the Tufty Club was so widespread in the 1960-90s 
era that many hundreds of thousands of badges were given and worn (and 
lost!). This was probably one of the earliest items awarded to a child in his/her 
development at school and it is remembered fondly-thus the badge sells on 
nostalgia. The copies are the wrong size being 25mm - originals are 32mm 
(hand operated machines do not usually cater for 32mm). Interestingly the 
copies tend to sell for a couple of pounds and the genuine badges get a little 
bit more. The Tufty Club badge is a good example of many other copies or 
retro badges which are sold for similar reasons whether it be the Bay City 
Rollers or Danger Mouse, George Michael or Thundercats, Doctor Who or the 
Sex Pistols they are produced and sold for nostalgic fashionable reasons. 

Buyers would tend to fall within three groups-those who simply want to be 
retro and wear or display the badge, collectors who simply collect badges and 
those who collect anything relating to their particular subject which would 
include badges . 

The football button badges issued with Action Man figures in the 1970s are 
another good example. The football Action man was issued with a range of 
different team kits from 12 of the top teams and each one came with a badge 



	

representing the relevant team. These badges were often lost or misplaced 
and became much sought after by collectors. The prices for the originals 
could reach three figures. In the early 2000s copies were produced and sold 
on ebay but thankfully most collectors still recognise the real thing which as 
well as being 2mm wider has ‘HONG KONG’ stamped lightly in the shell and 
generally the original are of better quality. 

When it comes to British political button badges possibly the most sought after 
are the Suffragette items. The original badges from this movement are now 
over a hundred years old and to recreate them exactly would be extremely 
difficult. The machines created to make them are long gone and modern 
materials differ. Thus reproductions may (on the internet) have an almost 
convincing image but they are usually a different size, and have a different 
finish -thus copies are pretty obvious. I’m certain in many cases people do 
buy them to wear but also they are for collectors--although I do not know 
anyone who collects these. Please understand that we ''retired'' from our 
swapmeets in 2011 and as such I no longer meet collectors in the same way, 
in fact you most likely will have a better understanding of current political 
collectors. Thankfully the SWP in the late 1970s and early 1980s could afford 
to have their badges done 'properly' -the Universal Button Company was the 
best laminator and maker hence the quality of the ANL/SWP stuff at the time 
was superb. I especially like the 45mm size. 

The production of right wing badges is also something I know little about. It is 
possibly part of the right wing political shift globally over the last few years. It 
is interesting that the images you show are of the enamelled type. I guess 
some buy these to wear but may well hide them under their jackets ironically a 
bit like the Trade Union members did in the early 20th century. Right wing 
badges always have a bit of an edge to them as they were much scarcer than 
socialist badges. The Welsh Nationalist badge against English buyers of 
Welsh holiday homes encouraging the burning of such homes ''Strike a light 
for Wales'', depicting an England's Glory matchbox, is one such example. 
This was made in very low numbers and as such should be treated with care 
as to its political relevance. I think the current right wing badges are made in 
larger numbers and are therefore more pertinent. 

Thus it is a very complicated subject which you could simplify by recognising it 
as an easy channel for trader- profiteering -making money from collectors and 
nostalgia, however that is a simplification and each example should be taken 
on its own terms. 

regards 

Frank 

 

 

 



	

Sam Gough-Yates  
Oct 19, 2018, 12:33 AM 
to F Setchfield 
 
Frank, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write such a detailed email in response to my 
question. I actually do not know any current political collectors, apart from 
maybe 2 sellers of political memorabilia who have online shops, and I do not 
converse with them about badges as they care very little for the subject. I 
should also say that although I am clearly interested in politics, your broad 
and general knowledge of badges is valuable to me, as I am also trying to 
come to terms with what I feel is quite a mysterious object in regards to its 
ability to traverse so many areas of culture. 
 
Even though it’s not my intention to rile you in any way, I must admit that it 
does make me smile to hear that my question “hits a nerve” and that it’s a 
subject of interest to you. Until recently I have been very dismissive of all 
bootleg badges that are of a political persuasion, but have started to 
acknowledge the “authentic bootleg” as you quite brilliantly referred to in when 
talking about 1980 Shaky badges. I will most definitely have to adopt this 
term. At the moment I am very interested in authentic bootlegs and what I 
term variables of the ‘Nuclear Power No Thanks’ badge. I love how this 
design has transformed over time across the globe. 
 
I think I know of the Ebay accounts selling “retrospective” IRA/ANL designs 
that you mention. Although I do not care for these badges right now, I do 
wonder if will feel the same 10 or 20 years down the line; simply out of my 
fascination for politics, art and culture in general. 
 
I’m also intrigued by the fact you know where SWP and ANL had their badges 
made. As you say, they are superb. The quality of production clearly makes a 
big difference to the overall aesthetic.  
  
Best wishes, 
 
Sam 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
SETCHFIELD FRANK 
Oct 22, 2018, 11:32 AM 
to S Gough-Yates 
 

Hi Sam 

Thanks for the response.This is a response to that response and not my 
answer to question one of your original email! 



	

British button badges are my thing-I am a serious collector by choice and only 
a trader by default. Trading has enabled my collection to grow and allowed 
me time to pursue the hobby. My book back incredibly is now over 30 years 
old! This was meant to be a button badge book but the publishers wanted a 
more general approach it was all done in a great rush and so there were 
inevitable errors made but it still represents a useful guide. 

Accordingly with so many years of working with button badges I along with 
other collectors can usually tell if a badge is a fake or copy. I can also usually 
tell where a 20th century UK button badge has been made unless it is a 'd-i-y'. 
I have a good handle on the unique sizes that the major manufacturers used 
although it is not always straight forward. 

I like you believe that many of the copies or fakes have a significance. We 
British love to hark back and reinvent things. On Friday my local bric-a-brac 
market -- the vinyl record seller had a board of 25mm badge--all 'mod' two-
tone. However these are all modern ''reinventions''--This is fine for all the old 
guys who want to remember and celebrate two-tone, and is a great example 
of ‘tribute badges’ like rock and pop tribute acts. However listing genuine early 
1980s ones on ebay is now problematic for sellers because  the preferred size 
for mod-two tone was always 25mm and this is the size that badge parts are 
sold for hand operated machines. Therefore genuine original badges are 
automatically devalued and the history gets completely messy. 

Thankfully many of the late 1970s early 1980s  ANL/SWP classics are 32mm 
& 45mm which means that copies are much rarer as the parts for badge 
machines are usually 25mm/38mm or 55mm. 

Ironically but rarely some buyers may think badges are not genuine originals 
when they actually are -I once sold a Rolling Stones 1976 tour badge which 
the buyer returned saying it looked too new and must be a copy! It had simply 
been in a draw for 35 years. 

I do think that we like to celebrate the past and reinventions of badges - 
‘tribute badges themselves have become part of the culture  many sellers are 
performing a service in that way as well as making money. 

The plethora of recent IRA campaign badges is probably from someone who 
wants to commemorate-celebrate that movement rather than an out and out 
profiteer. Arguably it is the same with Suffrage badges and the argument 
could stretch to the poppy, a simple token of remembrance that we all are 
familiar with which in the last ten years has seen a huge upsurge in interest. 
The centenary of the war and all of the media attention has invited our culture 
to celebrate and remember and what better than a badge. However it has now 
reached the point where you can get poppy badges for just about everything 
from football teams to cartoon characters. I think when it becomes so popular 
then the profiteers are really at work and will stick a poppy on anything. 

regards Frank 
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